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This anecdote may be depended upon; as I heard it more
than once from Lord Howe himself. His superior skill
saved him from being obliged to fight D'Estaing on terms
so inferior, as to allow no possible hope of a victory.*

LOED NORTH TO THE KING.

(Extract.)

&

(October or November, 1779.)

LORD G-OWER came to Lord North to inform him that he
had long felt the utmost uneasiness at the situation of
His Majesty's affairs; that nothing can be so weak as the
Government; that nothing is done; that there was no
discipline in the state, the army, or the navy; that
impending ruin must be the consequence of the present
system of Government; that he thought himself obliged
us well in conscience as in wisdom to desire an immediate
dismissal from his employment; that he had no connection
with any of the members of the Opposition, which he
thought as wicked as the administration is weak; that
nothing can afford the least hope but a coalition, and he
is afraid even that remedy may be too late; that he feels
the greatest gratitude for the many marks of Royal
goodness which he has received, but that he does not
think it the duty of a faithful servant to endeavour to
preserve a system which must end in tlie ruin of His
Majesty and of the country. He is determined never
again to take office, but to support Government in his
private capacity. Lord North thinks that Lord Gower's
resignation at the present moment must be the ruin of
administration. In Lord North's arguments with Lord
Gower, Lord North owns that he had certainly one dis-
advantage, which is that he holds in his heart and has
held for these three years, just the same opinion with
Lord Gower.

* This anecdote not being known to the Opposition of the day, was
not urged in debate, and did not therefore admit of any explanation
on the part of the Admiralty. Certainly, it rests on the highest
authority; but, on the other hand, it appears wholly at variance
with the usual activity and alertness of Lord Sandwich.